In the Name of God
Chapter 4 from "The Study of Language"
The most important parts that should be kept in mind

 The definitions of important terms 

Phonology 

        Phonology   is the study of the patterns of sounds in a language and across languages. Put more formally, phonology is the study of the categorical organization of speech sounds in languages; how speech sound are organized in the mind and used to convey meaning.
According to chapter 4 (page 43): Phonology is essentially the description of the systems and patterns of speech sounds in a language. It is based on a theory of what every adult speaker unconsciously knows about the sound patterns of that language. Because of this theoretical status, phonology is concerned with the abstract or mental aspect of the sounds in language rather than with the actual physical articulation of speech sounds. 

Phonemes 
      Each of the meaning distinguishing sounds in a language is described as a phoneme (واج (. By simple words, a phoneme is a sound or a group of different sounds received to have the same function by speakers of the language or dialect in question. An example is the English phoneme /k/, which occurs as cat, kit, scat, and skit.
         An essential property of a phoneme is that it functions contrastively. We know that there are two phonemes of /f/ and /v/ in English because they are the only basis of the contrast in meaning between the words fine and vine. This contrastive property is the basic operational test for determining the phonemes in a language. If we change one sound in a word and there is a change of meaning, the sounds are distinct phonemes.

Difference between Phone and Allophones
A phone is the phonetic representation of a phoneme (the actual sound). Allophone are different ways to pronounce the same phoneme while keeping the same meaning. Sometimes allophones are predictable depending on their environment and who is speaking.
The difference between Phonemes and Allophones
    The crucial distinction between phonemes and allophones is that substituting one phoneme foe another will result in a word with a different meaning (as well as a different pronunciation), but substituting allophones only results in a different pronunciation of the same word.
Complementary Distribution
        In phonology, two different pronunciations of a phoneme always used in different places in words, for example the pronunciation of /t/ in  tar and star.
Minimal pairs and sets
       In phonology, minimal pairs are pairs of words or phrases in a particular language, which differ only in one phonological element, such as fan and van, bat and beat, and have distinct meanings…Minimal set: A set of distinct words in a language which differ in only one or a limited number of phonological elements such as   big- pig- rig- fig- dig- wig

Phonotactics (واج ارایی )
   The study of the rules governing the possible phoneme sequences in a language. In other words, constraints on the permissible combination of sounds in a language.

Syllables
    Syllable: A unit of sound consisting of a vowel and optional consonants before or after the vowel. A basic elements of the syllable are the onset (one or more consonants) followed by the rhyme. The rhyme (sometimes written as "rime") consists of a vowel, which is treated as the nucleus, plus any following consonant(s), described as a coda.
Consonant Clusters
    Both the onset and the coda can consist of more than a single consonant, known as consonant cluster or simply two or more consonants in sequence. The more explanation can be found on page of 47 of the textbook.
Coarticulation Effects
       Coarticulation: the process of making one sound virtually at the same time as the next sound. Keep in mind that in English, large clusters may be reduced in casual conversational speech, particularly if they occur in the middle of a word. This is just one example of a process that is usually discussed in terms of coarticulation Effects.

Assimilation
    When two sound segments occur in sequence and some aspect of one segment is taken or "copied" by the other, the process is known as assimilation. In phonetics assimilation can be defined as change of a sound in speech so that it becomes identical with or similar to neighboring sound. For example the usual assimilation of /z/ to /sh/ in the phrase his shoe

Nasalization( or nasalisation)
    Nasalization is the production of a sound while the velum is lowered, so that some air escapes through the nose during the production of the sound by the mouth. For examples and their explanation you may refer to the page of 48 of your textbook.
Elision
   Elision is the omission of sounds, syllables or words in speech. This is done to make the language easier to say, and faster. I don't know/I duno/, /karma/  for camera, and "fish 'n' chips" are all examples of elisions.
The above mentioned processes are summarized  in page 49 of your textbook.
It should be mentioned that the processes of assimilation, nasalization, and elision occur in everyone's normal speech and should not be regarded as some type of laziness in speaking. In fact, consistently avoiding the regular patterns of assimilation, nasalization, and elision used in a language would result in extremely artificial-sounding talk.
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