INTRODUCTION

Reading Poetry
All study of poetry starts with reading, ‘The first thing you should remember is
that reading poetry is an art of discovery and revelation. The simplest way to
respond to a poem is through (he One first feels a poem,
comprehending what it is about without necessarily understanding it. During
the first reading, the rcader n and loose, allowing the rhythms,
the images, and flow of the pocmi (o impress themselves. Since most of the
poems in this book a cian be read several times in a short period
of time. Additional readings after the first will bring increased comprehension,
then understanding.

Active readers become

cmotions.

should he

short, they

fnvalved and ask questions about the use of
words and clarify the ¢. They listen for the music of
the poem; for the sound the puem reinlorces its meaning. They stop to
iphrase the poems meaning, Finally, they pull together
all the elements of the pociin wind add to them their own evaluations.
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What Is Poetry?

I'he word "poetry", in fact comien from o Ciieek verb which means "to make".
Foetry is a language that wiys maie than ordinary language and says it with
lewer words and in less space, Paetn une languagie in a special way. Like other
writers, poets choose waords for theii sesine, bt they also choose words for
what they hint at or sugpest, for the wiy they sound, and for the word pictures

they create. Ordinary L ietry makes sense and sound,
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ihiythm, music, and vision

Short stories, essayn, newnpaper atticlos, your college books, and so on,

Ae wiitten in prose. Poetey i unially fn veine, Verse is a language with a
iiniged i columns down the page.

e times these columing of Hues are divided tito ui

dctinite rhythm, or beat 10 nually

(s called stanzas. Lines

S v often (but not wlwiys) thyme Althoiugh you could say that poetry is

Shiad written in o verse, it alwaye more

i thythm and rhyme. Poetry, as a

et et said, as the moie seiorable kind ol lnjiape
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‘mBozonﬁ and thoughts of one person, the sp wmnﬁ of the- poem. Originally

Kinds of Poetry Afc?dA AN

Though poetry ranges from limerick to oEo %:Qa is general mmRoEoE about
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A lyric poem is

fairly short and subjective, usually @@ﬂmﬁ!mm the

written 8\ %vo?f,::r to accompanigpent of a @8 559 are often strongly
melodic. I%S? song, sonnet, ‘ode, o_ut@ pastoral, and perhaps haiku are all
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types of _%:9 125_E:Ori:oﬂtaiﬁoa in mood, what these J\:& have in

common is that they express through image, event, and scencs an individual &

state Q S:E

Dramatic poetry employs dramatic form or aorancc __:
EEQ_ the speaker 1S :f:_% someone othe
feature_in all dramatic poems is ‘the personaj a c:&mm:\_ Cres ::_bszo.mmmm
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and xw.._ri_ in a ion that involves some 8:?: or ,_:_:: A dramatic
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poem may involve a single character or more than c:» but the characters

speak always in their own voices, which are not to be confused with the voice
of the poet. Some of the best dramatic poetry consists of a_dialogue in which
more than one character speaks. As you read this poem, in the book, logk for
the way in which death becomes F.owﬁmﬁoa 27y -
258:& poetry is poetry that telis a mSQv FrcE:v a serics ol events,
A a § story, a narrative poem has memmmm. mmamumwmw, a setting ;_:_
theme. (Unlike/a short story, it is written in verse, language with a delinite
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rhythm, or beat. In many, UE :oﬁ all_parrative poems, the verses rhyme,

arrative poems, like other kinds of poetry, are often divided into stanzas, o1
groups of lines that form a unity. The stanzas of a poem usuully have the
same number of lines and the same rhyme ?:83 The narrative | § may
running to B&Q thousands of lines in epics such an Homer’s
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be very long,
i John Z.:ozmw&amam he& But a E:E:S may be co
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Figurative Language

It is the language that uses figures of speech. wbﬁ:m::. of specch fg a way of

saying one thing and meaning another. For example, when Teiiiiysimn says that
"Clanps the crag with crook€d hands" (p. 7). he means that the
femiinding him of
s
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wares of speech are simile, metaphor, and
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caple's claw e angular, bent, and bony looking

mangled human hands

e al the most important fi

porsonification, A yimile compares one thing to another uning the word like or

an for exnimple, "This bread is like rubber”. A metaphor conipiies Gue thing to
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