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Abstract

This study explores the essence of narratives and
narrativity on Persian Twitter. Considering the
importance of narratives in shaping human’s
cognition and understanding, it is necessary to
know their structure and nature in digital age,
especially on the favorite social platform for live
reporting and communication in social, political
and even natural crises: Twitter. Under the general
guidelines of critical discourse studies and
following on KhosraviNik’s model of doing
Critical Discourse Studies on social media spaces,
this paper tries to understand how a narrative is
produced on Twitter, and how it develops to a
dominant one. The research was conducted using
a tweet corpus of 23964 tweets, gathered in the
first 24 hours after the 2017 Kermanshah
earthquake. The results show that three different
kinds of narratives are shaped on Twitter: Tweety
narratives, Master narratives, and Connective
narratives. These narratives generally have the
essential elements of narrativity, while they lack
some parts of a classic narrative. Furthermore, the
findings confirm that the dominant narratives
mainly advocate anti-state views and opinions. In
fact, users framed and narrated the crisis by
applying preexistent and emergent political stories
to them.
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1. Georgakopoulou
2. Small stories approach
3. Bamberg
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2. Tweety narratives
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1. Intertextuality
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1. Master narratives
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